
China in the Middle Ages 



China Rebuilds – Section 1 

•After the Han empire ended in A.D. 220, China broke 
into 17 kingdoms and became very chaotic.  

•Warlords, military people who run a government, 
fought each other for control of the empire.  

•China lost control of some of its conquered people, 
such as the people of Korea.  

 



Rebuilding Continued 
•China was reunited in A.D. 581 by a general named 
Wendi who declared himself emperor.  

•He founded the Sui dynasty.  

•Wendi’s son Yangdi took the throne after his father’s 
death.  

•Yangdi made important improvements to China.  
 



Yangdi’s Achievements 

•His greatest achievement was the Grand Canal, which links 
the Chang Jiang (Yangtze River) and the Huang He (Yellow 
River).  

•Shipping products on the Grand Canal helped unite China’s 
economy.  

•An economy is an organized way in which people produce, 
sell, and buy things. 

 



Rebellion Against Yangdi 
•Yangdi’s improvements placed hardships on the Chinese people.  

•They rebelled and killed Yangdi.  

•The Tang dynasty was established by one of Yangdi’s generals.  

•The Tang dynasty ruled for about 300 years, from A.D. 618 to A.D. 
907.  

•The Tang dynasty brought about many reforms to improve 
government. 

 



Tang Dynasty 
•One of the most powerful Tang emperors was Taizong.  

•He reinstated the civil service examination.  

•Made sure government officials were hired based on ability and not 
family connections 

•Empress Wu was a ruler in the Tang dynasty who 
strengthened China’s military. 

•She is the only women in Chinese history to rule the country on her 
own. 

 





Tang Continued 
•The Tang dynasty expanded China’s empire and regained much of 
its power in Asia.  

•By the mid-A.D. 700s, the Turks began to threaten the Tang 
dynasty’s hold in Asia.  

•They took control of central Asia and the Silk Road, damaging 
China’s economy. 

•The Tang dynasty weakened and fell.  

•A Chinese general established the Song dynasty, which ruled for 
about 300 years, from A.D. 960 to A.D. 1279.  

 
 





Buddhism Enters China 
•Buddhism was brought to China during the Han dynasty about 
A.D. 150.  

•The Tang dynasty allowed people to practice Buddhism and 
supported the building of Buddhist temples.  

•Monasteries are places where monks and nuns meditate and 
worship.  

•In China, monasteries provided services for people. 

•Ran schools, provided food and rooms for travelers and helped the poor 
 



Fearing Buddhism 

•As Buddhism became more popular, the Tang dynasty began to fell 
threatened.  

•They saw it as a threat to China’s traditions 

•The rulers ordered many Buddhist monasteries and temples 
destroyed in A.D. 845.  

•Buddhism spread from China to Korea, and the Korean government 
supported the religion.  

•Buddhism spread to the nearby islands of Japan. 
 

 



New Confucian Ideas 

•Confucius and his followers believed government officials 
should be wise.  

•The Han empire reinstated civil service examinations.  

•These challenging examinations tested job seekers about                                  
their knowledge of Confucian writings.  

 



Proficiency tests and final exams today take a lot 
of preparation, but they are not as difficult as 
China’s civil service examinations given during the 
Tang dynasty.  Men of almost all ranks tried to 
pass the exams so they could hold government 
jobs and become wealthy. Thousands attempted 
the tests, but only a few hundred people qualified 
for the important positions.  Chinese boys began 
preparing for the exams in primary school.  After 
many years of learning to read and write more 
than 400,000 words and sayings, the boys—now 
men in their twenties or early thirties—would 
take the first of three levels of exams.  Students 
traveled to huge testing sites to take the tests.  
Food and beds were not provided, so they had to 
bring their own.  Many men became sick or 
insane because of the stress of the tests and the 
poor conditions under which they were tested. 



Civil Service Exams 

•The examination system created a 
wealthy class of scholar-officials.  

•Created a merit based system that 
accepted people based on what they 
can do 

•Tested knowledge of Confucian 
writings 

•Only men could take the test and only 
the wealthy could afford to prepare   
for the test 

•Tests were difficult to pass and      
many boys began preparing at age 4 

 



Neo-Confucianism 

•The Tang dynasty supported neo-Confucianism to reduce 
Buddhism’s popularity.  

•Neo-Confucianism taught that people should take part in life 
and help each other.  

•The Song dynasty adopted neo-Confucianism as their official 
philosophy, or belief system. 



Chinese Society – Section 2 
A Growing Economy 

• The political stability under 
the Tang dynasty helped 
the economy regain 
strength.  

• As peace was restored, 
farmers were able to make 
advances and be more 
productive.  

• They improved irrigation, introduced new ways of 
growing crops, and developed new kinds of rice.  



Growth of Trade 

• Farmers began growing tea, 
which became a popular 
drink.  

• New roads and waterways 
helped increase trade with 
other parts of Asia.  

• The Silk Road became a                                           
busy trade route again.  

• Silk fabric was one item                                      
traded by the Chinese, as well as tea, steel, paper,                                            
and porcelain, which is fine clay baked at high 
temperatures. 



New Technology 
• New inventions changed China during 

the Tang and Song dynasties.  

• Wood was becoming scarce in China.   

• The Chinese discovered that coal could 
be used for heat.  

• The Chinese discovered that hot iron 
mixed with carbon from coal produced 
steel.  



Technology Continued 

• Steel was used to make weapons, stoves, farm 
tools, drills, and sewing needles, among other 
things.  

• The printing process was invented in the A.D. 600s.  

• Blocks of wood with characters cut into them were 
covered in ink.  

• Then paper was laid on the ink-covered block to 
make a print.  

• First known printed book was done around AD 868 



Printing Continued 
• The wood blocks could be used again and again 

to make copies.  

• With moveable type, each character is a separate 
piece.  

• Pi Sheng was a printer who invented moveable 
type.  

• The pieces can be moved around to make 
sentences.  



When the Chinese invented movable, they 
improved the art of printing.  A Chinese 
author described the work of Pi Sheng: 
“He took sticky clay and cut in it 
characters as thin as the edge of a  
copper coin.  Each character formed as     
it were a single type.  He baked them in 
the fire to make them hard.  He had 
previously prepared  an iron plate and    
he had covered this plate with a mixture 
of pine resin, wax,  and paper ashes. 
When he wished to print, he took an iron 
frame and set it on the iron plate.  In this 
he placed the type, set close together. 
When the frame was full, the whole made 
one solid block of type.” 

Printing 



More Inventions 

• The Chinese invented gunpowder and began 
using rudders, sails, and compasses for sea 
travel. 

• Gunpowder was discovered while trying to create a 
potion for immortality. Contains saltpeter (potassium 
nitrate), charcoal and sulfur. 



The Mongols – Section 3 
• The Mongols lived in an area north of China called 

Mongolia.  

• They lived in tribes, or groups of related families. 

• Raised cattle, goats, sheep and horses  

• They were nomadic herders who grazed their 
animals on the steppes, wide, rolling grassy plains.  

• The Mongols were well known for their ability to ride 
horses well and wage war. 

• Skilled at use of fire arrows and attacking with spears and swords 



Genghis Khan 
• At a meeting of Mongol leaders 

in 1206, a man named Temujin 
was elected Genghis Khan, 
which means strong ruler.  

• Genghis Khan built the Mongol 
Empire using a well-trained 
army to invade major 
civilizations.  

•Army of more than 100,000 
warriors that were led by skilled 
generals chosen by ability not 
family ties 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=mongol+warrior&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=sP5E3jCOUcGUbM&tbnid=weyznWaSIpo3eM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.citizenwarrior.com/2012/01/why-islam.html&ei=f-lmUevmJqLA4AOapoHoDw&bvm=bv.45107431,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNGEG8hKDXNtMpDGwbwtTW4LuKEEyA&ust=1365785187983780


Mongol Empire 

• Mongol warriors were known for their cruelty and 
use of terror, or violent acts used to scare people. 

• After Genghis Khan’s death, the empire was divided 
among his four sons and continued to expand.  

• At the height of the Mongol rule, the empire 
stretched from the pacific Ocean in the east to 
Eastern Europe in the west and from Siberia in the 
north to the Himalayas in the south.  

• The largest empire the world had ever known 

• Stopped by Muslim rulers of Egypt in 1260 



Mongol Empire Continued 
• The Mongols eventually brought peace to the lands 

they conquered, which encouraged trade. 

• The Mongols controlled most of Asia’s trade routes 

• The Mongols taxed the 
traded goods and became 
wealthy.  

• The Mongols respected 
the cultures they 
conquered adopting many 
of the beliefs and customs 
of the people. 



Mongol Empire Continued 
• The Mongols learned about gunpowder and 

weapons from the Chinese people.  



Mongol Rule in China 

• He became the Mongol emperor in 1260.  

• Kublai Kahn moved the capital of the empire from 
Karakorum in Mongolia to Khanbaliq in China.  

• Kublai Khan was Genghis Khan’s grandson.  

• Today, the city of Beijing stands where Khanbaliq 
was.  



Mongols in China Continued 

• He founded the Yuan dynasty, which ruled for about 
100 years.  

• The Mongols differed from the Chinese by their 
customs, laws, and language.  

• This kept them separate from the Chinese and the two did not mix 

• Under Kublai Khan, the Mongols conquered China 
and ended the Song dynasty.  

• Though the Mongols were Buddhists, they tolerated 
other religions. 

• China reached its height of wealth and power under 
Mongol rule. 



Marco Polo 

• Kahn sent Polo on fact-finding adventures.  

• Upon his return he wrote a book about his adventures that fascinated 
both China and Europe 

• Marco Polo was a traveler from Venice who visited 
Kublai Kahn.  



Chinese Trade Under the Mongols 

• Because China belonged to the large Mongol 
empire, trade in China increased.  

• China traded items like tea, silk, and porcelain in 
return for goods like silver, spices and carpets. 

• Traders also took Chinese discoveries like 
gunpowder, steel and the compass back with them 
as well. 




